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Advancing Effective Stormwater Management and Erosion Control 

Minnesota Erosion Control Association 

2017 MECA Annual Conference 

Celebrate Stormwater  

& Erosion Control 
 

Wednesday February 1, 2017 
Thursday February 2, 2017 
Pre-Conference Tuesday January 31, 2017 
Verizon Wireless Center, Mankato Minnesota 

18 Educational Session Opportunities Over Two Conference Days  
4 Educational Workshop Opportunities on Pre-Conference Day 

Unlimited Network Opportunities 

2017 MECA Conference Speaker Highlights! 

Jay Fuhrer ~ Wednesday February 1, 2017 
Jay Fuhrer is a Conservationist employed by the Natural Resources Conservation Service, in Bis-
marck, ND. Growing up on a small grain and livestock farm, Jay’s interests have always centered 
on agriculture. Jay emphasizes Soil Health as a foundation for cropping systems, grazing systems, 
cover crops, soil biology, pollinators, insects, wildlife, and quality of life. In addition, Jay uses 
cover crops and livestock integration to connect the cropping and grazing systems together, rais-
ing the soil health bar even higher. 

Natalie Warren ~ Thursday February 2, 2017 
Natalie Warren was one of the first two women to paddle the 2,000 miles from Minneapolis to 
Hudson Bay in 2011, following Eric Sevareid’s route from Canoeing with the Cree. She was nomi-
nated for Canoe & Kayak’s 2012 Expedition of the Year.  The skills she acquired from planning 
and executing this trip prepared Natalie to start Wild River Academy.  “Natalie tells and inspiring 
story with humor and honesty—not just the physical challenge of such an undertaking but the personal and inter-
personal challenges and rewards as well.” 

Richard Kyte ~ Wednesday February 1, 2017 
Richard Kyte is the director of the D.B. Reinhart Institute for Ethics in Leadership and  
professor of philosophy at Viterbo University in LaCrosse Wisconsin. 
Doing What's Right in Difficult Circumstances.  Ethical decision making is one of the 
chief responsibilities of leaders in any profession.  This presentation will describe the Four 
Way Method for Ethical Decision Making, a simple and intuitive model for working 
through and communicating difficult and controversial decisions with coworkers, clients, 

Mark J. Lindquist ~ Thursday February 2, 2017 
Passion! 8 Steps to Reignite Yours! 
This presentation is a breath of fresh air from a world touring entertainer and actor who has 
been seen on ABC's LOST and CBS' Hawaii Five-O.  Mark J. Lindquist, who grew up in Or-
tonville, Minnesota as the son of Soil and Water Conservation District board member Gor-
don Lindquist, will keep you  laughing and provide a jolt that will leave your ready to re-
dedicate yourself to the work you do. 

Watch your email in-box for details and registration information! 
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Message from MECA Board Member John Paulson 
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MECA Board Members 
Secretary Brad Vierkant, Treasurer April Ryan, Board Member Jeff Forsberg, Vice President Rick Baird, Board 

Member John Paulson, President Greg Berg, Board Member John Chapman 

The dog days of summer can plague the best laid plans.  I never thought an afternoon in the 
boat could lose appeal, but 115 heat index can have that effect.  Be safe when working in ex-
treme heat.  Always remember to hydrate with at least 8 eight-ounce glasses per day.  Minne-
sotans have one of the most plentiful supplies of fresh water, yet we are chronically dehydrat-
ed because we do not drink enough water.  Vegetation, like people, need an adequate supply 
of water to stay healthy.  Late summer heat historically means less frequent rainfall so plan 
appropriately for your seeding and planting projects.   
 
Please visit the MECA website to stay up to date on the various resources and links available 
at mnerosion.org.  There is a plethora of information on the site that you can use.   
 

The 2017 MECA Annual Conference Planning is well underway.  Thanks to everyone that participated in the planning 
session.  Input from MECA members about the topics to cover and the best presenter for each topic is a key component to 
making the annual conference a success.  The 2017 Conference will be at the Verizon Center in Mankato, February 1st 
and 2nd.  A great lineup of sessions are nearing completion and it will be an event you do not want to miss.  Stay tuned to 
MECA for a full list of the great speakers and sessions.  Let’s celebrate the past, present, and future efforts to sustain the 
water and soil resources of Minnesota.    
 

Stay cool! 
John Paulson, MECA Board Member 

MECA Memorial Scholarship 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
 To be eligible for the MECA Scholarship, you must be a student with intent to complete an engineering or science degree.  You 

should also demonstrate an interest in pursuing a career involving stormwater management or erosion and sediment control.  
 You must have a grade point average of 2.5 and be a Minnesota resident. Your college does not have to be located within the state of 

Minnesota. Both new college students and those currently enrolled are encouraged to apply. 
 

INSTRUCTIONS:  
1. Fill out the Scholarship Application form (go to www.mnerosion to download the form). 

2. Submit an essay.  Write an essay stating why you feel you deserve to receive the MECA Scholarship.  Please indicate your objectives, 
and information about your educational, career, and personal goals.  Demonstrate your talent by writing about any special interests 
or special circumstances that you may wish the selection committee to consider.  Include information on evidence of leadership and 
community service.  Essay format:  One page, 11 point font size with 1” margins. Use your name and essay name as the title. 

 

Return your application and essay by mail or email (digital copy is preferred) by DECEMBER 15, 2016 to:  
 Minnesota Erosion Control Association, 600 4th Street North, Cold Spring, MN  56320     
  Email:  meca@mnerosion.org 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  Once awarded, proof of school registration for the upcoming semester is required before release of 
the scholarship check. You must furnish any other applicable transcripts you would like the Scholarship Committee to consider. All ap-
plicants will be notified, by letter, of their eligibility and the results of their applications. The scholarship winner will be invited to attend 
the Minnesota Erosion Control Association’s annual conference in January. 
 

For more information, contact the Minnesota Erosion Control Association at (320) 685-5444 or meca@mnerosion.org 
 

New this year:  Individuals and companies will be able to donate to the MECA Memorial Scholarship Fund!  
Donations will be highlighted at the MECA Annual Conference and in the MECA Newsletter.  Please watch 
for this opportunity in the 2017 Conference Packet. 

mailto:meca@mnerosion.org
mailto:meca@mnerosion.org
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MARKETING OPPORTUNITY 
 

If you are reading this newsletter, so are hundreds of 
others!  MECA is accepting ads for it’s newsletter.   
Rate: 1/4 Page $50 / issue 
 1/2 Page $75 / issue 
 Full Page $100 / issue 
If you would like to place an ad, Just contact the  
MECA office.  Contact info:   
meca@mnerosion.org or (320) 685-5444 

New MECA Board Member 
Jeff Forsberg joined the MECA Executive Board in July.   
 

Jeff is the Regional Sales Manager at Profile Products.   
 
Jeff graduated from Iowa State University with a degree in Horticulture 
focused on Turf Management.  After graduating he became the Assistant 
Superintendent at Bearpath Golf and Country Club in Eden Prairie, Minne-
sota.  Jeff got his start in the erosion industry working as the regional sales 
manager for Mat Inc. He then progressed to territory manager for Central 
Fiber and currently works as the regional sales manager for Profile Prod-
ucts covering seven states.  

 
He resides in Chaska, Minnesota with his better half Shelly, daughter Elle and three stepsons Kaiden, Karsen, 
and Kamren.  His hobbies include anything to stay active outdoors.  He is not your typical born and raised 
Minnesotan.  He has never hunted (working on that) and doesn’t know how to ice skate.  So his outdoor activ-
ities include biking, hiking, golf and beer league softball.  When winter hits you can find him bowling, at-
tempting to downhill ski, trying to ice fish, traveling to warmer climates and counting down the days until 
spring.  
 
Jeff states “that he has developed many great relationships over the years at MECA events.  He looks forward 
to working with the rest of the board members in our continuing efforts to make MECA even better.”   
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Call for nominations for the MECA Board of Directors 
It is time to nominate MECA members for the MECA Board of Directors! 
 

MECA Board of Directors has three positions up for election.  They are all for a term of January 2017 to January 
2020 (three year term).  Nominations will be accepted until December 1, 2016.  Elections will follow.  
 

Please submit MECA Board nominations to the MECA office at meca@mnerosion.org. 
Nominations should include the person’s name and company or organization, phone number, email and address 
with a picture & bio. 
 

Elections will take place before the conference in January (via email) and at the 2017 MECA Conference. 
 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, we appreciate your support for MECA, and look forward to receiving your 
nominations. 

mailto:meca@mnerosion.org
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2017 MECA Annual Conference ~ Celebrate Stormwater & Erosion Control 
 Wednesday February 1, 2017 & Thursday February 2, 2017 

Sample of some of the Educational Highlights 
 

~New Products  ~St. Anthony Falls Current Testing   ~Storm Ponds, how effective? 
~Ag Buffers  ~St. John’s University Sustainability Projects  ~Ravine & Slopes 
~Soil Los  ~White Bear Lake Pond Maintenance   ~Soil Compaction/Restoration 
~Ponds   ~Mankato MN River Erosion   ~Legacy Money 
~Hydrology  ~Nitrogen & Ag Runoff    ~Case Studies 
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2017 MECA Annual Conference ~ Celebrate Stormwater & Erosion Control 
 Pre-Conference Opportunities  

Tuesday January 31, 2017 
 

Construction Installer Certification Class, University of Minnesota 
Industrial Stormwater Workshop, University of Minnesota 

MS4 Workshop (same one as offered at last years conference), MECA 
Soil Health, Jay Fuhrer, NRCS Burleigh County North Dakota 
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Distributed by: 

Lawn & Driveway Service, 
Inc. 

 
Supplier of Erosion  

Control Products 
 

MECA’s Annual Photo Contest 
  

We are excited to have a Photo Contest again this year at the annual MECA conference.  This is a 
great opportunity to gain visibility and share your accomplishments with the erosion and storm-
water management industry.   
  

Photos will be displayed at the 2017 MECA Conference on February 1-2, 2017  at the Verizon 
Center in Mankato Minnesota. Attendees will vote on their favorite photo, a cash prize of $50 will 

be awarded in each category!   
 

The contest is free, so send in your photos!  The photos will also be featured in the MECA Newsletters through-
out the year! 
  

Rules and Guidelines 

 Entries are due on or before January 1, 2017  -   Photo resolution must be 300 dpi or higher.   

 Photos will be accepted only in .jpg, .tif, or .gif electronic formats. 

 Include a brief description for each photo submitted. 

 Submit electronic photos to the MECA office at meca@mnerosion.org 

 Entries will be screened for eligibility.  MECA has the right of refusal for any or no cause. 
Please only one photo per category. 
 

Categories:    Before and After Construction (submit 2 photos taken from the same location) 

   Technology in Action  Impacts of Erosion & Sediment  Bloopers 

Minnesota Erosion Control Association 2017 Awards 
 

Each year MECA recognizes outstanding individuals and projects. Awards will be presented at the MECA 2017 Conference February  
2nd, 2017.  If you know of a person or a  project that deserves recognition, we welcome you to submit this nomination form to the 
MECA office.  The MECA Board of Directors will review nominations and determine which submissions are will receive awards. 

Categories include: 
 

Innovation Award  Awarded to an individual, company, government agency or organization that developed new products/
ideas that advanced the field of erosion & sediment control/stormwater management. 
Industry Leadership  Awarded to an individual, company, government agency or organization that has demonstrated lead-
ership in the erosion and sediment control, or stormwater management field.  
Environmental Excellence  Awarded to an individual, company, government agency or organization for a project that is 
deemed excellent based on many factors including, but not limited to; innovation, partnership, water quality and quantity protection, 
and project success.   
Environmental Leadership Awarded to an individual, company, government agency or organization who has shown leader-
ship in advancing effective erosion and sediment control and stormwater management or other water resource related fields that 
have advanced water resource quality in Minnesota. 
MECA Recognition Award Awarded to an individual who has been actively involved with MECA and contributed significant 
time and effort to MECA’s work. 
 

Nominations are  Due by November 15, 2016 ~ Go to www.mnerosion.org to download the forms! 


